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MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF 
STAVELEY TOWN COUNCIL 

 
Held on Tuesday, 17th June 2014 

Commencing at 6.00 p.m. 
In The Council Chamber, Staveley Hall 

 
Present: - 

 
Councillor A. Hill – (Chair) 

Councillor J. Bacon – (Vice-Chair) 
   
  Councillor S. Bagshaw Councillor V. Lang 

Councillor J Barnett  Councillor C. Ludlow 
 Councillor O Cauldwell Councillor J. McManus 
 Councillor B. Dyke  Councillor D. Parsons 
 Councillor L. Collins  Councillor E. Tidd 

Councillor H. Elliott  Councillor J. Williams 
 

In attendance: Paul Harris – Acting Town Clerk and Financial Officer 
     6 Members of the Public 
     2 PCSOs 
     3 Members of the Heart of Staveley Project Team 
    
                   

  ACTION 

 
 
 
74/14 
 
 
 
 
75/14 
 
 
 
76/14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PART I – NON CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION 
 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor D. Collins 
(Derbyshire County Council Meeting) and Councillor P. Hill (due to illness) 
 
 

05/09  COUNCILLORS NOT PRESENT 
There were no Councillors not present. 
  
 
CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Chair announced that Phase I of the development project at the 
Stables was to be opened by Natascha Engel MP and attended by The 
Duke of Devonshire, Toby Perkins MP and the Mayor of Chesterfield 
Borough Council.  
 
The Chairman informed the Council that Inkersall Allotments were 
receiving a National Award which was to be presented on Friday 20 June. 
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77/14 
 
 
78/14 
 
 
 
 
 
79/14 
 
 
 
 
 
80/14 
 
 
 
81/14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
VARIATIONS OF ORDER OF BUSINESS 
No variations were recorded. 
 
TO DETERMINE WHICH ITEMS IF ANY FROM PART 1 OF THE 
AGENDA SHOULD BE TAKEN WITH THE PUBLIC EXCLUDED 
RESOLVED:- That Item 30 Heart of Staveley be taken with the press and 
the public excluded. 
 
 
DECLARATION OF MEMBERS’ OR OFFICERS INTERESTS 
a)  There were no Declarations of Members’ or Officers Interests. 
 
b)  No requests for dispensations were received. 
 
 
PRESENTATIONS. 
There were no presentations made to the meeting. 
 
 
PUBLIC SPEAKING 
 
a) A member of the public raised a question regarding what items 
could be covered under public session. 
 
A question was posed regarding Friends of King George V Park regarding 
the £7000 donation agreed with Staveley Town Council. The Acting Town 
Clerk would look into the matter. 
 
A question was posed regarding activities for children. It was mentioned 
that the Summer Activities Scheme was going ahead and the Council was 
looking into other events through the newly formed Speedwell Rooms 
Sub-committee. The Arts and Crafts Competition was also mentioned. 
 
b)  Community Safety (Police, Fire and Ambulance Community 
Safety Partnership) 
PCSO Sue Cook introduced a new PCSO A Kelsey who would cover 
Duckmanton, Poolsbrook, Middlecroft and Inkersall.  It was reported that 
every area had an increase in sanctioned detection (when a crime is 
reported a suspect found and dealt with appropriately). It was reported 
that Staveley was not an area for major offences. Over the entire Borough 
there was a 13% reduction in Anti-Social Behaviour in the last month.  
The white lines had been painted around the cash machines.  
 
Cllr Elliott raised an issue regarding Anti-Social Behaviour in the area 
around the doctor’s surgery. The PCSO felt that signs regarding trespass 
should be installed by the land owner. 
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82/14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
83/14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
84/14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
85/14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
86/14 
 
 
 
 
87/14 
 
 

 
TO ELECT A LEADER OF STAVELEY TOWN COUNCIL FOR THE 
YEAR 2014/2015 
It was RESOLVED that Councillor C Ludlow was elected as Leader of 
Staveley Town Council 2014/2015. 
 
RESOLVED:- That Councillor E Tidd was elected as Deputy Leader of 
Staveley Town Council for the year 2014/2015. 
 
 

14/09 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF 
STAVELEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY, 13TH MAY 2014. 
It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Staveley 
Town Council held on Tuesday 13th May 2014 be approved as a true 
record. 
 
It was further stated that Cllr J Williams had been missed off Planning and 
Environmental Committee. 
 
RESOLVED:- That Cllr J Williams be added as a member of the Planning 
and Environmental Committee.  
 
 

15/09 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING 
OF STAVELEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY, 13TH MAY 2014 
Concern was expressed that some members had not been notified of 
meetings to which they were representatives of the Council. 
 
It was NOTED that a meeting was required with the Bowls Club regarding 
the setting of fixtures in the following year. 
 
 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE EXTRA ORDINARY MEETING 
OF STAVELEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY, 20TH MAY 2014. 
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Extra Ordinary Meeting of 
Staveley Town Council held on Tuesday 20th May 2014 be approved as a 
true record. 
 
 
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING 
OF STAVELEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY, 13TH MAY 2014. 
No matters arising were raised. 
 
 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE GRANTS AND ALLOWANCES 
COMMITTEE OF STAVELEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON 
WEDNESDAY 4TH JUNE 2014. 
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88/14 
 
 
 
 
 
89/14 
 
 
 
 
 
90/14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
91/14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
92/14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This meeting was cancelled. 
  
 

15/09 CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE LEISURE AND 
COMMUNITY COMMITTEE OF STAVELEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON 
WEDNESDAY 21ST MAY 2014 
This meeting was cancelled. 
 
 
CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE POLICY, FINANCE AND 
PUBLICITY COMMITTEE OF STAVELEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON 
WEDNESDAY 21ST MAY 2014 
This meeting was cancelled. 
 
 
MINUTES OF THE PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE 
OF STAVELEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 4TH JUNE 
2014. 
It was NOTED that Councillor E Tidd gave apologies due to being on 
Finance Training and not family commitments as cited.  
 
It was also NOTED that closure of Erin Road had been moved back, 
however until a letter from Government had been received the date could 
not be confirmed. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Planning and Environmental 
Committee of Staveley Town Council held on Wednesday 4th June 2014 
be approved as a true record. 
 
 
MINUTES OF THE SPEEDWELL ROOMS SUB-COMMITTEE OF 
STAVELEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 28TH May 2014. 
It was RESOLVED that that minutes of the Speedwell Rooms Sub-
Committee of Staveley Town Council held on 28th May 2014 be approved 
as a true record. 
 
The Council wished to take Cllr J Bacon for taking the minutes. 
 
 
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE SPEEDWELL ROOMS SUB-
COMMITTEE OF STAVELEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON 
WEDNESDAY 28TH MAY 2014. 
It was NOTED by Councillors that the state of the bar and glasses had 
dramatically improved. Councillors thanks Cllr C Ludlow and Mr Kevin 
Ludlow for their work in Cleaning and maintaining the bar. 
 
Cllr Ludlow reported that the small bar was open as a can and bottle bar. 
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93/14 
 
 
 
 
 
94/14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

That herself and Kevin Ludlow were happy to run the bar until staff were 
trained fully when they were available to do so. She also mentioned that 
Tech Services had been out to the bar to get the lines working and the big 
bar would be a couple of weeks work to get it running. 
 
 
MINUTES OF THE HEART OF STAVELEY PROJECT BOARD HELD 
ON WEDNESDAY 30TH APRIL 2014 
It was NOTED that the Minutes of the Heart of Staveley Project Board 
held on Wednesday 30th April 2014 were received. 
 
 
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 
The Acting Town Clerk presented the following report. 
 

1. Office Move 

 

At the Extra-ordinary meeting of the Council on 20 May 2014 a decision was 

taken to rescind minute number 646/13 (i) and permission was granted to the 

Acting Town Clerk to begin discussions with the Agent and Solicitors relating to 

a potential move into 26 High Street, Staveley. 

 

I have had a number of conversations with the Agent to ensure that they are 

aware of Staveley Town Council interest in the building. 26 High Street is 

currently with Administrators as the Landlord was taken into Administration, I 

am assured by the Agent this does not affect STC other than potentially slow the 

process down. I have relayed to the Agent that STC would like to take on the 

Offices at the rate specified which was a reduced rate set by the Landlord, I have 

also asked if STC could be permitted to sub-let the upstairs room. I am awaiting a 

response to these questions which I hope to have received before the meeting. 

 

2. Finance 

 

There are a number of pressure points at the moment: 

 

End of Year Accounts 2013/2014 

Annual Return and Audit 

ERDF Claims 

Payment of urgent and overdue bills 

 

As Councillors are aware the records kept by the Council are in a mess and 

require a lot of sorting out. This is impacting on STC ability to get the end of year 

accounts finalised in time for the Annual Return. I have contacted the External 

Auditor and obtained permission to put our Audit deadline back to 8 August 

2014. In order to ensure we comply with this I have obtained support from 

someone who usually conducts Internal Audits and is recommended by DALC. 

She is helping us to prepare for our Annual Return and Audit. She has also 
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identified an independent Internal Auditor who may be able to conduct the 

Internal Audit for us. 

 

I have completed the Bank Mandate document and have full access to the bank 

accounts so that I can now make payments in line with Standing Orders and 

Financial Regulations. There are a number of overdue notices of bills that have 

been outstanding for some time a few of these have been passed to debt recovery 

companies. Now that I have access to the accounts and can write cheques I am 

working my way through these. 

 

Again ERDF is a significant issue. I am working with Peter Rice to identify bills 

that have been paid but not yet claimed from ERDF. We are still awaiting the 

sum total of the three most recent claims to ERDF to be paid (£253575.14). The 

fourth, claim 9 has recently been paid (£45437.46) to STC. 

 

There have been a catalogue of unpaid and overdue bills. Those that I have 

identified I am in the process of paying. Through working with the person I 

contacted to help me work through the accounts and supporting documents, I 

expect to be in a better position to get on top of any other bills that have not yet 

been paid. It should however be noted that the timescale of this is subject to 

workload. 

 

As the BPS Fax service is ending at the end of June I am looking with some 

urgency at online banking. There are two offers through the Co-operative Bank, 

one is free the other is £30 per month. It is important that we can continue to use 

BACS, CHAPS as well as other one off payments. It is important that the Council 

are aware that I will need to move quickly with getting this into place. 

 

3. Market 

 

Following a meeting Between Nicki Williams, Alan Mansell, Scott Vickers, Pete 

Vickers & Jake Wild and a separate meeting with Andy Bond (Chesterfield 

Borough Council), the following are a brief summary of the actions which are 

currently being dealt with: 

 

 Repairs are being dealt with; electrics, pat testing by STC, CBC and 

DCC.  Chesterfield and DCC are making significant contributions to 

repairs and replacements (ie bollards which were stolen and members of 

the public regular trip up, fall over or get their feet stuck. These repairs 

will be complete by the end of July 2014 

 Short, medium and long term plans are in place to increase stall holders 

and footfall with a promotional stand offer 

 Marketing material has been drafted 

 Local Business, Associations, community groups to approach in relation 

to the Market have been identified 

 Replacement CCTV has been arranged to cover the Market Area 

 Appropriate signs for no parking / Access have been agreed and approved 
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by DCC (at their cost) 

 Barrow repairs have now been completed allowing both barrows to be 

used 

 Audit of Market equipment (lights, canopies etc.) has commenced, this 

will be completed by Friday 13
th

 June 2014 

 Dates for annual events (Bonfire, Christmas and Summer Event) will be 

finalised on Thursday 12
th

 June 2014  

 

4. Individual Grievances 

 

As Councillors are aware Grievances are being considered under Section 101 of 

the Local Government Act 1972. This was discussed and ratified at more than 

one meeting but was eventually minuted at the Ordinary Meeting 8
th

 April 2014 

minute number 656/13. 

 

There are currently three Individual Grievances being investigated prior to 

Hearing. 

 

There have been three delays to Grievance Hearing 1 a) due to an unwell Clerk 

 b) to a Cllr be being delayed by 24 hours upon return from holiday and c) due to 

a Cllr resignation.  

 

Grievance Hearing 1, the final adjournment has been arranged for Monday 16
th

 

June 2014 at 3.30pm. Further Update Individual Grievance 2 will be held on 

Monday 16
th

 June 2014 at 5.30pm, as previously arranged.  

 

Unison have through poor advice to staff caused delays in dealing with Grievance 

hearings. Where reasonable STC will bill Unison for related HR time.  

 

5. Outcome of the Collective Staff Grievance 

 

The Grievance Hearing for the Collective Staff Grievance took place on Thursday 

10 April, this was Chaired by myself and included Cllr Jacqui Gadd (New Mills 

Town Council) and Town Clerk Lesley Bramwell (New Mills Town Council). 

Following the Hearing and review of the evidence provided the Panel agreed 

unanimously not to uphold the Grievance.  

 

The recommendations included : 

 

The recommendation of the panel is that the Town Clerk, Grahame Challands, 

and Councillors should undergo training with regards to employee relations, 

performance management and correct council practice as a matter of urgency 

as it is clear that members of staff were placed in an unnecessary 

uncomfortable position by the circulation of the report and there are processes 

which have happened that were not correctly minuted.  It is further 

recommended that DALC & Chesterfield Borough Council (monitoring 

officer) are also contacted to ensure that relevant training is undertaken.  The 
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panel believe that this should be put in place by no later than July 2014 and 

should have taken place by the end of December 2014.  The panel believes 

that there is a need for further investigation in these matters, particularly 

surrounding who was responsible for circulating a confidential report owned 

by Chesterfield Borough Council and recommends that upon the return to 

work of UNISON TU Reps, further investigation should take place. Any 

potential breaches of Data Protection should be treated seriously.  

 

On a final note, the panel would recommend that STC distances itself from 

the report. 

 

6. Heart of Staveley 

 

I am working with Ian Parkin on the opening of the Stables Block scheduled for 

20 June. Meetings with Mike Brooke, Ian Parkin and Peter Rice are progressing 

and stronger communication with Cllrs A Hill and Ludlow is helping to improve 

STC position with regards to the project.  

 

Regarding the lease we had a quote which came out at £7800, we are looking for 

other quotes at the moment. 

 

7. Art and Craft Competition 

 

All entries have been received, but not all schools participating this year.  The 

schools not wishing to participate this year are Woodthorpe, St. Josephs, 

Hollingwood, Barrow Hill and Inkersall.  Entries will be judged by The Mayor 

and Mayoress of Chesterfield and Chris Bowen a representative of Toby Perkins 

MP on 11th June.  The presentation evening will be held at The Speedwell 

Rooms on Friday 11th July 2014. 

 

8. Summer Activities Scheme 

 

There will be five schemes for three days a week through the summer, with 30 

children on each scheme.  One scheme at Duckmanton Primary School, two 

schemes at St. Josephs RC and C of E School and two schemes at The Speedwell 

Rooms.  Notices and forms have gone out to schools, notice is also on the STC 

website.    Sportscool has been booked for all schemes on Wednesdays to be held 

at The Speedwell Rooms.  Buses have been booked for Duckmanton School to 

transfer to the Speedwell Rooms.  There is to be a meeting with Summer 

Activities Scheme Staff to be held on 7th July at 7.00 p.m. in the Council 

Chamber to discuss activities on the remaining two days of each scheme.   Places 

on the schemes are already being taken up. 

 
The report was RECEIVED and actions were APPROVED 
 
Cllr Williams expressed that he was happy to receive a thorough Clerk’s 
report. 
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95/14 
 
 
 
 
 
96/14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
97/14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
98/14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
99/14 
 
 
 

 
26 HIGH STREET STAVELEY 
Further to the Clerk’s report, Cllr Ludlow mentioned Derbyshire County 
Council may have an interest in the training room located in the upstairs 
office.  
 

 
ACCOUNTS 
It was reported to the Council that the Town Clerk was not yet in a 
position to provide a proper report to the Council in view of the issues set 
out in the Clerk’s report under finance. However, he did provide four 
spreadsheets outlining invoices that were on the ledger but not paid; 
unpaid invoices waiting to be posted to the ledger; invoices paid but not 
on the ledger and invoices on the ledger and paid but not posted as paid 
on the ledger (the spreadsheets attached at Schedule 1). It was noted 
that at the time of the meeting £66,394.08 in bills appeared to have not 
been paid dating back in some cases to October 2013. The priority was to 
get the numerous cheques signed off and bills paid.  
 
Councillors expressed deep concern over the state of the accounts and 
thanks to the Acting Town Clerk for his hard work in beginning to alleviate 
this position. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the spreadsheets detailed under Schedule 1 were 
received and that outstanding payments be paid. 
 
 
WARD REPORTS BY COUNCILLORS 
a)  None raised 
 
b)  Generally 
     Congratulations to the Borough Councillors in the re-roofing work in 

Middlecroft, the quality was acknowledged to be very good. 
 
 

ALLOTMENTS 
It was NOTED that Inkersall Allotments had received a national award as 
mentioned in the Chair’s Announcements. 
 
It was NOTED that Middlewood Allotments were struggling to obtain three 
quotes for the fencing work. 
 
 

ITEMS FOR ACTION 
Nothing to report. 
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100/14 
 
 
 
 
101/14 
 
 
 
 
 
102/14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
103/14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

F.O.S.T.A. 
It was NOTED an invitation to the Eve of Centenary Candle-lit Vigil on 
Sunday 3rd August at St Andrews Church. 
 
 
CHESTERFIELD BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Cllr Ludlow reported that she was being chased by CBC Officers for 
payment of maintenance of the Bowling Green as they had not been paid 
for several years. She would look for a solution. 
 
 
SEALING OF DOCUMENTS 

 
a) RESOLVED – That the Common Seal of the Council be affixed to 

any documents or agreements necessary to carry into 
effect any resolution or decisions passed by or confirmed 
at this meeting. 

 
b) There were no documents requiring registration by the Land Registry 
 
 
PART II – CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS 
 

28/08 PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS ACT), 1960 
 
RESOLVED –  That in view of the fact that publicity would be prejudicial 

to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature 
of the following matters, the public and representatives of 
the press excluded from this meeting during the 
discussion thereof. 

 
 

HEART OF STAVELEY PROJECT 
The Chairman requested that Standing Orders be suspended in order to 
allow the Heart of Staveley Project Team to speak. 
 
This was AGREED. 
 
Mr. Ian Parkin the project manager, Mr. Mike Brooke the project architect 
and Mr. Peter Rice the quantity surveyor introduced themselves to 
Councillors. They gave a brief introduction to the project, how they had 
come to work on the project. It was noted that there was a substantial 
amount of paperwork held by each of the consultants in relation to this 
project. Principle funding from the project had come from Heritage Lottery 
Fund and ERDF, there had been a £400,000 shortfall, and various 
applications were in progress. It was noted that £60,000 had been 
awarded by Country House Trust. There had also been recent visits from 
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104/14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pilgrim Trust and Garfield Weston. 
 
It was reported by Ian Parkin that the last couple of years had been 
difficult, but he was pleased with the progress made with the Acting Town 
Clerk, the Leader and the Chairman of the Council. It was also felt that 
this Council meeting was a good opportunity for strengthening partnership 
between the project team and the Council.  
 
Councillors expressed that they had not always been kept informed of 
developments as they should have been, but it was noted that this was 
not the fault of the project team. 
 
Cllr L. Collins left the meeting. 
 
Cllr J McManus stated that he felt much more confident than he had been 
for some period of time. He mentioned the excellent meeting with Garfield 
Weston. He stated that he felt the project team had been as frustrated as 
Councillors and would like a better relationship between Councillors and 
the project team. 
 
Peter Rice reported to the Council that Phase I of the redevelopment was 
due to come in at the contract sum agreed and would include the 
telephone systems. He also reported that he was working with the Acting 
Town Clerk to identify what expenditure was not covered under the 
existing ERDF grant and he was enthusiastic about moving forwards. The 
second contract was due to begin later in the year.  
 
The process for tendering was outlined and the project team expressed 
that they would like an agenda item towards the end of August / start of 
September. 
 
Cllr Ludlow stated she was glad things were moving forwards in the spirit 
of engagement and communication. 
 
COUNCIL IT AND DATA SECURITY 
Andy Vaines and Alistair Vernon from Langdale Technology were 
introduced. They gave an outline of work already done as they had 
originally been brought in under emergency measures (STC Financial 
Regulations 4.5. On further investigation the peer-to-peer system (NAS 
Drive) in place was deemed to be in danger of losing all council data, one 
of the internal drives had already failed.  
 
The quote for additional work was outlined in relation to purchase and 
installation of a server and other hardware and systems required capable 
of serving the Councils needs into the future. 
 
The Consultants left the room. 
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105/14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
106/14 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Councillors discussed the quote received and agreed that the higher end 
specification should be adopted and that this should be done as a matter 
of urgency due to the impending loss of the NAS Drive. 
 
It was RESOLVED that under emergency measures in accordance with 
Financial Regulations 11.1(c) and 18.2 due to the urgent nature of the 
failing NAS Drive with the associated potential loss of all Council Data and 
due to the significant impact of such loss in carrying out Council business 
in future, it was agreed to accept the quotation as presented. 
 
12 votes FOR 
 
The Chairman proposed that the standing orders be resumed to take the 
remainder of the meeting. 
 
This was AGREED. 
 
THE OUTCOME OF THE COLLECTIVE STAFF GRIEVANCE  
The outcome of the Collective Staff Grievance was considered under an 
earlier item. Councillors expressed their contentment that the 
recommendation was shared. 
 
It was NOTED that the report was received. 
 
ESTABLISHMENT 
There were no items presented. 
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SCHEDULE 1 
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